FAITH
And finally he defined what faith is :
" If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed."
Now what does a seed have that makes it grow into a tree ?
For one thing, it has courage. It does not bother about what will happen when it is a tree. It does its best to be a tree and becomes one. Courage is the first essential.
But it must be rightly directed courage. If a mustard seed had blind confidence it would be an oak ; if it wanted, and started off to become an oak, it would become nothing. It knows its own capabilities and limitations.
It has knowledge of how to become a tree. It has not got that knowledge all at once, but in the seed is stored the potentiality of being a tree, acquired through millenniums of effort. Its predecessors have worked and experimented in all directions till they found out their ability, and they stored that. Their mistakes and failures they forgot. Evolution eliminated them.
What Jesus meant by his saying is now clear. In man is the unlimited possibility. He has, as the Greeks said, the complete Swapis for everything, but it is only potential, and he must learn how to develop it, as the seed has done. Then with confidence in his proved power he will move mountains.